Viadimir Kabelik: at home in Canada.

{Phote by Riziero Vertolli)

Documentary filmmaker has

phitesepbic

“You live through tough
moments 10 your life.” he

explained. “and 1t gives you a sor
of buffer zone around you ™

Born 1n Zhn, Czechoslovakia
some 43 years ago. the documen-
tary-maker and teacher of television
production at Sheridan College
escaped with his wife and children
from thewr “occupied’ homeland n
1981 It was a difficult decision to
leave-and a fnghtening. emouonal
experience But Mr Kabelik 1s not a
man to rush into things

“1 don’t like to jump to conclu-
stons.” he said recently 1n precise.
though heavily-accented English

He 1s speaking in general terms 1

am not looking for big victones My
goals are not high-high [ think 1f
one goes 1n the nght direction. step
by step in small steps, the only
thing you must not do 1s stop In a
few years. when you look back. 1t 1s
a great distance  This 15 my philoso-
phy ”

It took him 18 months to com-
plete his most recent documentary
which ared this summer on Vision
TV The feature-length video. “a
filmmaker’s search for reincarna-
uon” is titled. “Coming Home ~
Through interviews, Kabelik sur-
veys the beliefs of vanous religious

qlviaw of his life

denomunations on the 1ssue of “life
after life * He examunes the practice
of “past lives regression therapy’
through hypnosis and explores the
nature of near-death expeniences

A fascinaung topic Sull. the
aruist himself says. “Lots of people
can't handle 1t ™

He 15 not worried. Realisucally.
he commented. “You are never able
to satsfy everybody ™ (So you must
satisfy yourself )

“Documentary makers are

(See 'Instructor’ page 13)
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Instructor’s second love 1S photography

(Continued from page 1)

always smiving to dehver something
with a message.” Kabelik explained
“Mostly what you see on television 1s
entertainment and a message may
come along only  a secondary way |
am not in the business because of
entertainment. | am n it to solve prob-
lems and explore themes ™

“There 1s nothing wrong with find-
g more interesung ways to put your
message across,” he added. “but we
all have our personal lmuts-as to what
15 acceptable We have different tastes
Film 15 not like making cars-each one
15 different, each filmmaker 1s differ-
ent We have a pomnt (if we are hon-
est). beyond which we will not go (to
sell an 1dea) ™

Kabelik comes from a line of film-
makers-both his father and grandfa-
ther were bitten by the bug He calls 1t
a disease

“Yes.” he saxd with cheerful cym-
aism. T was the third idiot.™

Raised in the beautiful city of
Prague. Vladimur studied at the Prague
Academy of Film and Television Arts
He mamed his wife Eva and the cou-
ple had two sons. David and Adam
(now 18 and 14). while Vladimur
worked as a director and wniter 1n the
Kratky Film studio As a freelancer.
he produced for Czech TV and Radio
Prague But 1t was a ume of occupa-
tion and oppression i his country By
1976. the repressive atmosphere
became unbearable for the filmmaker

“The system was melung down-
crushed by circumstances | realized
we were at a dead-end,” he said
“When you see your friends detained
by the authonues and kicked out of
the country, then you start to think
seniously about your own goals in hfe
and the future of your kids ~

It wok the famuly four years to plan
and execute their escape through
Hungary and Yugoslavia to Austna
and then Switzerland. where they
were granted politcal asylum

But Canada was always therr final
destinauon, both Eva and Vladimr
maintained They believed this coun-
try to be a free and democratic country
and they knew a core of Czech ntelli-
gentsia had already settled in Toronto

Declared the soft-spoken Kabelik

“I felt intwuvely, if this country was
bad. these people (Czech intellectuals)
would not be here ”

The filmmaker has few regrets-and
no complaints-although he did say
with a hunt of lost illusions, “Dreams
are dreams and reality 1s reality We
cannot change 1t.”

The Kabeliks have lived in
Oakwille since 1986 It 15 a cosy town.
they say. a mice, safe place to raise a
famuly Sull. they muss Prague some-
umes. the architecture datine back a

thousand years and the culture

“Prague has a certan magic,” said
Kabelik. T do muss 1t. but I do not cry
I find solace in the lake here-so quiet
and beaunful ”

Though he has been a professor at
Sheridan College for a decade.
Viadimir Kabelik continues o grow
mnto his job

He said wonically 1 started to
understand the job lately At first |
though my job was to teach film and
television-and 1t 1s-but | have come to
the conclusion that film and TV will
pass What remains are the people.
their thoughts and their spiritual
strength ”

“It would be a sad story to teach
film and television.” he added. “and
not to have some personal attach-
ments Not to share values and expen-
ence To me. that makes no sense ™

As for his own craft, which he 1s
encouraged to pursue as much as ever,
“1 ike what I am doing It 15 beautiful
but exhausting and sometimes scary ~

“My second love 1s photography.”
he said “When I am tired of film and
TV-and | am sometimes-I can always
call on “sulls’ and they will bring
something nice mnside ”

“In my early years.” he added. “1
learned more about art from photogra-
phers than from filmmakers ™

While he admits the broadcasting
busmess 15 an expanding one, 1t 1s also
constantly changing In hus career he

has moved from film to video tape
and 15 now making the ransinon to
computer disks It takes a flexible
mund to make these leaps i technolo-
gy and tools Only a small percentage
of students 1n his course. he feared.
would actually end up making a hiving
in the field i the long -run

“They will go through cruel disap-
pomntments.” he noted. cautioning all
to ‘think three tmes’ before starting
out

Unul recently, Kabelik was a part-
ner 1n a commercial TV enterprise
called Cutaway Productions It was a
useful money-maker, he said Last
year. however. he turned his back on
commercial TV to concentrate on
more meaningful and thoughtful
documentaries for hus own company,
Artcore Productions He knows this
will mean less money but he’s hop-
ing for more personal sausfaction

Meanwhile. Vladimur's wife Eva,
who was a lawyer in what 1s now the
Czech Republic. 15 hoping to find
success in her new career as a maker
of ceramuics The couple would love
to have a dual show at a local gallery
featuring Eva’s ceramic art objects
and Vladimur's photographs (This
dream may become a reality )

“For me what 15 important 1s the
present.” said the Czech expatnate.
“to be lived without big mistakes-
and with as much honesty as possi-
ble ”
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